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Every corner of this property

was maximised to realise
the owners' vision for a
tranquil outdoor living area

Many people choose to redecorate when they
first purchase a new home. But the owners of
this property didn’t stop with the interior — they
also completely stripped back the garden and
started again with a new landscape plan.

One of the owners says that even though the
house occupied most of the site, the number one
priority was a lap pool.

“We wanted to create a resort-style setting
and needed to make space for a lap pool of a
decent length. This meant we had to rip out the
existing garden, which was more of an English
box garden with citrus trees and a spa pool.”

The new pool was positioned on the north
side of the house, where it almost meets the
boundary walls on three sides. Pool builder
Neil Runciman of Frontier Pools describes it as
a challenging project, due to restricted access,
engineering considerations and the need to
accommodate existing underground services.

To enhance the resort look, the pool features
a black Onyx Diamond Brite plaster finish, with
black glass mosaic tiles around the waterline,
The black pool interior provides good heat
retention and maximises the reflections — the
owner says the look of the pool was just as
important as its suitability for swimming,.

\ row of existing elder trees with sculptural
trunks form a backdrop to the pool and the
basis for a more subtropical planting scheme
by Damian Wendelburn of Urbanite Landscape

Design. The trees, which also provide privacy

from neighbouring properties, are underplanted
with different palms
Ihe landscape features a mix of stone paving
and Vitex timber decking, with a matching
bench seat, two seating and a barbecue.
lhe owners say every aspect of the exterior
was designed to harmonise with the interior
“All the doors open to the outdoors. Because
the garden is an extension of the house we ha
r visual continuity.”
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Preceding pages: A cosmetic
makeover of this contemporary
city house extended to the walled
garden, which was transformed to
create a resort-style outdoor living
area. Coloured LED pool lighting
enlivens the setting by night.

These pages: Although the site was
tight, a new lap pool was built on
the north side of the house. Timber
decking surrounds the pool and key
circulation areas. A row of elder trees
forms a sculptural backdrop.
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Facing page: To accommodate a
slight slope, the site is stepped.
White outdoor furniture and a large

white planter complement the white
walls, which in turn make a dramatic
contrast to the lush green of the
subtropical planting.

Left: Elder trees on the boundary are
underplanted with Chamaedorea
cateracterum and larger specimen
Dypsis baronii and Rhapis excelsa
palms.




